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NHF Care and Support Group
Thursday 21st January 2010 
MINUTES

In Attendance

Maureen Bradley (MB) 
Pam Edwards

Sandra Ryan

Mike Smith

Sheena Rafiq

Andrew Pritchard

Dave Hider

Paul Williams

	Item
	Action

	Feedback from morning session:

MB advised that she is resigning as chair of the groupr and this will go out for election.  MB would remain as secretary and as part of the WM Regional Housing Network if this helps..  Interested candidates are asked to submit their names.
MB advised the role of the chair which includes:

· Organising agendas and meetings

· Attending National NHF Meetings every quarter (in London)

· Attending WMRIG meetings

· Opportunity to link into regional committee of the NHF

MB advised that the meetings do clash with the supporting people chairs meeting which may mean a lack of attendance at NHF Meetings.  TOR for  the NHF group to be circulated to give members information and explain the purpose of the meetings.

Terms of reference are also needed to be revised which is the role of the new chair.

General feedback from the morning session is that there is good research, with the academic presentation.  It contained useful information and was focused with good comparisons.
	

	Safeguarding:

The implementation of the new ISA fee was discussed and how people intend to manage the fee. 
· West Mercia are planning to fund this themselves.
· Accord will pay for new employees and then this will be reclaimed from their final salary on leaving.  This decision had been reached as the registration is portable and goes to the next employer.

Most organisation are currently reviewing their safeguarding policies.

ISA roadshows are coming up for information and may be on the agenda for the next housing event in April

MB informed the group of Accord’s Safeguarding Scrutiny Panel chaired by Professor Paul Kingston of Staffordshire University and attended by Ralph Hall. The panel looks at trends etc. and makes recommendations and decisions.

Accord are also planning to have a 24hour safeguarding service for staff and service users.

Mike Smith will forward presentation on standards for information.
	

	CQC Registration Changes
 MB advised that the new registration is different to the consultation documents that were originally released and include supported living for learning disabilities as a new category.  There is also a lot of information around nutritional standards.  The cost implications are not yet clear.
	

	SP 

Worcester are currently changing their outcomes.  

Birmingham delayed

Discussions suggested that RSL’s need more discussions  with supporting people.

	

	Feedback from National NHF Meeting
General feeling is that a supported housing month would be better later in the year.  PW expressed concerns that this may mean a loss of opportunities to engage with local politicians and councillors.  Dawn Cummings will be the contact for supported housing month, those interested to email Dawn to register.
The NHF Care & Support newsletter will be released next week and includes items such as the joint briefing with Sitra and the NHF.  The capita launch which will take place on Friday.  Lifetime homes consultation which the NHF needs members to register their interest.

Emily Bird head of Care & Support policy will attend the next group meeting.
	

	Any Other Business
None raised
	


Next Meeting: 27th April 2010 
