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Minutes of the WM Supported Housing Network Event held on Thursday 21st January 2010 at BVSC Birmingham 

Welcoming Address – Guy Daley (Chair):
Guy Daley introduced the event on behalf of the WM Supported Housing Network.  
Feedback from previous event – Maureen Bradley:
120 people attended the last event
Comments have been taken into account

The network are looking into the website so that people are able to access information easily

The venue and location received good feedback

Funding for future events is to be confirmed and attendees may be asked to subscribe for future meetings.
Presentation: Personalisation: The Choice Agenda – Dr Guy Daley (Acting Dean, Coventry University) and Dr John Woolham (Research Fellow, Coventry University):
Guy Daley and John Woolham gave a presentation based on their research into choice, personalisation, budgets, learning and the evaluation of IBSEN.

The talk covered the choice agenda being pursued by the government and when and where choice is appropriate.
Personal budgets are to be introduced in order to achieve personalisation, empowerment and choice.
The findings from the IBSEN evaluation were summarised

The full presentation detailing the talk and research undertaken can be obtained from the WM Supported Housing Network web page
Briefings on various issues related to care and supported housing:
Dave Hider talked through the QAF toolkit, this will be added to the web page for people to download and use

Paul Williams gave a presentation on Supported Housing Month (can be obtained via the webpage) 

People were asked to vote on whether March or later on in the year would be more popular.  The majority thought that later in the year would be better.

Jean Templeton gave a summary of information on the regional homeless strategy.  The strategy group is looking for everyone to work towards one regional strategy.  Key policy themes for vulnerable groups to be pulled together.  Chairs of the afternoon sessions were asked to get feedback on the key themes.

The regional homeless strategy group research discussed the impacts of recession on homelessness or at risk and will be added to the web page for information.

Neelam Sunder gave an update on places of change and the way services are delivered to the homeless in a bid to stop the cycle of people coming and out of services.  The powerpoint is available on the webpage

Adam Knight-Markiergi gave an updated on Sitra and local strategic engagement. The powerpoint that was delivered by Adam can be downloaded from the webpage.

Amanda Nally gave an update on Ambrey associates.  Currently working on the personalisation agenda with the local authorities on leading the transformation via workshops and support.  Attendees of today’s event are invited to share their supported housing models for information.
Morning session concluded at 12:45pm with individual network meetings being held from 13:30pm.  Please see individual network minutes for details
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