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Minutes of the WM Supported Housing Network Event held on Tuesday 27th April 2010 at WM Fire Service Headquarters
Welcome, introduction to the day & feedback from the previous Supported Housing Network meeting - Dr Guy Daly, Associate Dean Coventry University and Chair of West Midlands Supported Housing Network:
The network has received a positive response so far, it has given the opportunity for one voice and a single conversation.
GD talked through ‘what is the network’

At the previous event 55 delegates attended and 50% of them fed back using the feedback sheets.  The main comments on speakers were that they were thought provoking and unbiased as well as a good information source.

Delegates at this meeting were also asked to complete evaluation forms.
The Future of Supported Housing as the NHF see it - David Orr, CEO National Housing Federation :
David Orr spoke about the future of supported housing post election.  The leading party’s manifestos have no mention of supported housing.  The cost of SP funding in 2009 was £1.6bn and the impact on such funding saves the economy £3.4bn (analysis carried out by CAP Gemini).
The government invested in 55,000 new homes in the last year at a cost of £3.5bn, 10% was focused on supported housing.

NHS investment was £120bn

Cuts of 25% to public corporate investment will lost borrowing for housing and cross subsidy.  Between now and 2020 we will deliver half a million fewer good cost quality homes and there is a need to provide 250,000 homes per year to turn over.

The impacts are huge with major cuts in service if this happens.  Housing and housing related supported gets no coverage.  

September will see a comprehensive spending review, but what are the impacts on the cut in public spending.
There is increasing demand on housing associations for tenant rates to be capped.  We could be inline for cuts as it doesn’t currently feature in the manifesto.

Cuts of up to 50% in HCA budgets is a possibility

Housing associations have a higher specification than government developments and are more expensive.

There is a need to think creatively, partnerships are important with local authorities and voluntary sector partners.

The word ‘personalisation’ looks to separate rather than work together.

The personalisation balance has to be right.

Should housing and housing related support be part of a national care service and if so what would it look like?

The future for supported housing as Local Strategic Partnerships see it -Jane Slowey, CEO of the Foyer Federation:

Current economic situation is driving what we do
The reform in public services will intensify

Choice and personalisation are a focus for service development

The role of non statutory providers will continue to be important and learning and skills councils abolished on the 1st April.

Foyers see themselves as a response to housing problems.  Children’s trusts and youth partnerships can be seen as a source of accommodation rather than a part of social and economic regeneration.

There are conversations around the absence of indicators for housing associations.

Make sure that you know local authority priorities and identify targets.

Across the region worklessness is on the agenda, improving access to education and training and health and wellbeing.

The foyer approach can contribute to the reduction in teenage conception.  It can reduce offending and offender engagement.

Seek out people who can contribute to the partnership.  These people are anyone who is charged with delivering social and economic wellbeing or who improves outcomes for people in this community.

There needs to be a real focus on the end beneficiaries of the service.

People experience difficulty in navigating a disjointed system but we are providing opportunities against the challenges.
NHF/Sitra/HL briefing on what’s happening in the region and beyond:
Neelam Sunder gave a presentation on an eviction and abandonment project that homeless link are involved with.  The presentation will be available on the WM housing network website.
Fire service presentation:
A presentation was given by the WM Fire Service on the importance of sprinkler systems within housing.
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