Providers Chairs Meeting held at Fire Service Headquarters 21st April 2010
Attended 

Jenny Evans – NUCHA , Sandwell PF(Chair)

Brian Golden - NUCHA (Minutes)

Ellis Hopkins –  Caldmore,Walsall PF
Nigel Fain – TCHG, Worcestershire PF
Claire Lomas – Stonham
Richard Haynes – Bromford, Warwickshire PF
Tony Price – Housing Plus, Staffordshire PF
Adam Knight – Markiegi – SITRA
Fiona Gough – Wolverhampton SP

Tracey Simcox – Walsall SP

Helen Garbett–  HeantunWolverhampton PF
Maureen Bradley – Accord

Lawrence Butler
Mick Gallagher – Bromford, Birmingham PF
Jane Clarke - Chadd  , Dudley PF
Representative Shropshire PF

Representative CoventrY PF

Sam Pratley, SHYPP, Herefordshire PF

Tracy Potter, Wrekin Housing Trust, Telford and Wrekin PF
	Previous Minutes
	Agreed and accepted as correct
	

	Exor
	Andy Johnson  gave a presentation on accreditation.  The benefits of EXOR are that it would serve as a PPQ and would be accepted as a passport through the majority of a PPQ for participating authorities.
It is unlikely that 14 Local Authorities will agree.

All L.A’s need to accept the same standards

Cost is dependant on size, an example would be between £100 - £500
The RIG is to discuss at May meeting.
	

	Regional Issues
	Walsall – No issues, providers and SP team work well together.
Staffordshire –  On going good strategic and operational working relationship with Supporting People team (now part of a wider Joint Commissioning Unit but still a distinct team)

Provider network has secured a small grant from County Council for 2010/11

Network is developing joint training sessions with County Council and SITRA and has delivered three courses in the past six months with more planned this year

Good momentum with network with well attended meetings and interesting agendas;

Extra care and domestic violence services have recently been reviewed with reports out for consultation at present;

County Council moving towards fewer providers for larger areas of Staffordshire (i.e. four providers for floating support for older people across whole of County).

Telford– New Team

Shropshire – Lots of reviews. SP have the Audit Commission in on Thursday

Birmingham – Older Persons services tender has been withdrawn. 

Having a meeting with Lucy Hales, Chair of OPHC and  SP team on Wednesday. 

Reshape of the older persons tendering is possible.

Out of City Providers have been awarded contracts in Mental Health cluster 
1st workshop to look at the SP strategy on Thursday.

Dudley  – Good relationship with SP

Draft SP strategy out for discussion; providers have a meeting on  29th April to discuss. 

Prospect of tendering over the next 3 years.

Wolverhampton - Good relationship with the SP team.

Providers feel there is noting to worry about in regards to the SP strategy.

Warwickshire– Good working relationship with the SP team

Launch on Education and Employment

Solihull – No SP strategy

Worcestrshire– Good working relationship with the SP team.

Report due indicating a change from Contracting to Tendering.

84 contracts, 60 due to expire March 2011.

No more direct negotiation.

Herefordshire– All contracts extended until April 2011.

Commissioning Body say they have no remit however they still meet.

Small pilot with older persons.

Sandwell – good relationship with the SP team.

Laura Hazel Lead Officer has now left SP. , but understand they intend to re- appoint, 


	

	Distribution of Minutes
	JE informed the group that to date she has not placed the minutes of these meetings on the Network Web-site and asked for comments whether Chairs thought there may be too much confidential information in the minutes for them to be published.
Following discussion it was agreed that the minutes should be available from the Web-site.


	

	Feedback from RIG
	Tracey Simcox and Fiona Gough are Joint Chair of the RIG; Fiona asked the group what providers want from the RIG?
1. Consistency

2. Filter analysis between National and Local decisions

3. What is working Well and what isn’t

Tracey Simcox discussed tenders in Walsall  that had been received which were quite disappointing re content.

Tracey Garbett suggested training in tender completion


	

	Tendering
	Dudley is possibly thinking about going down the tendering route.
Dudley is reducing the numbers of providers.

It was suggested that with notice providers could do a consortium bid.

Mick stated that there is a lack of intensive Housing Management and that this needs to be addressed.  Bromford, St Basil’s and Midland Heart intend to get together and discuss what can be done regarding this issue., the issue of tendering accommodation based services
Richard – Why would RSL’s build schemes without Housing Related Support being provided by the provider?

Mick – We need to know what the real implications are for the individual and not only for a full scheme.

JE – Sitra have agreed to host a round table event to discuss the issue, item on May RIG agenda
	

	Supporting People Month
	JE informed the group that the SP month would be launched at the NHF conference on 22nd September @ 5pm possibly at the NEC.

JE asked for suggestions on who could launch the event to be sent to her via email.

There will a meeting at Nehemiah-UCHA offices @ 11am on 20th May 2010 to discuss a way forward.

Information has been received to say that if you would like an MP to attend a regional  event then it would need to be held on a Friday.

Providers should work alongside the SP team’s to see if there is a client group that needs to be marketed.

Fiona stated that she is happy to share information with providers, for example the “This is Me” event recently held in Wolverhampton as part of the “Be independent – Stay independent” on 16th April 2010.
	

	Future Agenda Items
	JE asked for suggestions for agenda items:

1. LSP’s (JE to invite a speaker)

2. Tendering/Consortiums 
	

	Any Other Business
	JE asked if Chairs thought that we should have our own logo.

Fiona thought that the SP logo should continue to be used (the present one is an old logo) as the RIG and this group work closely together


	

	Date and time of next meeting
	September 14th 2010 – Birmingham Govt. offices (to be confirmed)
	


